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SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL 18-007

BY SENATOR(S) Lambert and Fields, Grantham, Hill, Holbert, Gardner,
Moreno, Aguilar, Baumgardner, Cooke, Coram, Court, Crowder, Donovan,
Fenberg, Garcia, Guzman, Jahn, Jones, Kagan, Kefalas, Kerr, Lundberg,
Marble, Martinez Humenik, Merrifield, Neville T., Priola, Scott, Smallwood,
Sonnenberg, Tate, Todd, Williams A., Zenzinger;

also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Landgraf and Lee, Lundeen, Carver, Liston,
Sandridge, Exum, Williams D., Arndt, Becker J., Becker K., Beckman,
Benavidez, Bridges, Buck, Buckner, Catlin, Coleman, Covarrubias, Danielson,
Esgar, Everett, Foote, Garnett, Ginal, Gray, Hansen, Herod, Hooton, Humphrey,
Jackson, Kennedy, Kraft-Tharp, Lawrence, Leonard, Lontine, McKean,
McLachlan, Melton, Michaelson Jenet, Neville P., Pabon, Pettersen, Rankin,
Ransom, Reyher, Roberts, Rosenthal, Saine, Salazar, Sias, Singer, Thurlow,
Valdez, Van Winkle, Weissman, Willett, Winkler, Winter, Wist, Young, Duran.

MEMORIALIZING CONGRESS AND THE UNITED STATES
ARMY TO STAND UP A NEW ARMORED BRIGADE COMBAT
TEAM BY TRANSITIONING AN INFANTRY BRIGADE COMBAT
TEAM STATIONED AT FORT CARSON INTO AN ARMORED
BRIGADE COMBAT TEAM TO BE STATIONED AT FORT
CARSON.

WHEREAS, The United States Army must be ready at all times to
respond to global crisis, both with regard to near-peer nations such as
Russia and to rogue regimes that harbor terrorism; and

WHEREAS, As part of fulfilling its mission, in fiscal year 2019, the
United States Army plans to increase its active Armored Brigade Combat
Team (ABCT) capacity by one brigade, from fifteen to sixteen brigades
in total, and further plans to station this new ABCT at an existing Army
installation in the continental U.S.; and

WHEREAS, A Programmatic Environmental Assessment conducted



by the Army considered and analyzed five alternatives for the creation of
the new ABCT, including an option that would convert the current 2nd
Infantry Brigade Combat Team (IBCT), 4th Infantry Division, at Fort
Carson, into the 16th ABCT to be stationed at Fort Carson; and

WHEREAS, Converting the existing unit at Fort Carson from an
IBCT to an ABCT and stationing that ABCT at Fort Carson is the most
cost-effective and responsible way to stand up the new unit; Fort Carson
would not require new construction or significant renovation to house the
ABCT, as the facilities already boast the infrastructure required for
sustaining the unit; Fort Carson's training sites are unrivaled; and, because
the Army conducted an Environmental Impact Statement on the
installation in 2015, there would be no need for an additional costly
assessment; and

WHEREAS, Community support in the state of Colorado for Fort
Carson and its mission, personnel, and families is unmatched; Fort Carson
is consistently among the top requested posts for Army families and
personnel; and Colorado remains one of the most desirable places to train,
work, live, and retire in the nation; and

WHEREAS, Fort Carson and the state of Colorado stand proud and
prepared to continue to serve the nation to our fullest capability; now,
therefore,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Seventy-first General Assembly of
the State of Colorado, the House of Representatives concurring herein:

That we, the General Assembly of the State of Colorado, along with
Colorado's governor and its entire, bipartisan Congressional delegation,
strongly urge the Secretary of the Army to stand up the Army's 16th
Armored Brigade Combat Team at Fort Carson through the conversion
of an Infantry Brigade Combat Team to an Armored Brigade Combat
Team to be stationed at Fort Carson.
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Be It Further Resolved, That copies of this Joint Memorial be sent to
Governor John Hickenlooper; General Mark A. Milley, Chief of Staff of
the Army; Mark Esper, Secretary of the Army; General Lori J. Robinson,
Commander, United States Northern Command; Major General Randy A.
George, Commander, 4th Infantry Division; Major General Michael A.
Loh, Adjutant General, State of Colorado; and Colorado's Congressional
delegation.

Kevin J. Crisanta Duran
PRESIDENT OF SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Effie Ameen h d Marilyn Eddins
SECRETARY OF CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE
THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES

APPROVED
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